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public inquisitorial denunciation. To its critics, the Inguisiion contravenes the nature of the

gospel and papal and canonical authority, while usurping the tradidonal role of bishops as

inquisidores ordinarios. Most striking about Pastore’s argument is her demonstration of the sus-

tained expression of such dissent throughout the Inquisition’s height of power in the six-

teenth century.

Pastore rereads the origing of the Spanish Inquisition; for her, anticonverse sentiment,

court politics, and an initally permissive papal position created the necessary climate and

spawned opposing factions of philo-inquisitorial and proconverso theorists. She then turns

where

to Andalucia—mnotable for the presence of both Judeo-conversos and Moriscos

pastoral models of conversion came into conflict with inquisitorial control. Furthermorc, she
charts the rise of university cohorts—particularly those of Baeza—and factions within the
Jesuits and other orders, that continued to urge tolerance and assimilation (although in other
instances, the Jesuits aligned with inquisitorial aims). She weaves in a variety of other
theological considerations among these topics, such as Erasmian notions of tolerance and
Tridentine episcopal reform. She treats the long debare on the viability of correctio fraterna in
cases of heresy through the lens of the Bartolomé de Carranza trial. As a coda, she shows
how jurisdictional conflicts between inquisitors and bishops only heightened in the post-
Tridentine era, particularly as Rome began to exert its powers more forcefully.

The issue of conversion lies at the heart of Pastore’s argnment. She charts an incellectual
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Vith such complexi
nsion between her mastery of sources and her tenc
gle mind-set. Inquisitors and the inguisitorial mentalicy become virtually synor

anticonverso, antigospel tactics that privilege force over charity and elevate fear over love

When Pastore describes Oropesa’s episcopal inquisition, she refers to its “cautela, am

caritd” (11). She seems to assume that her critics lived up to their ideals,
inquisitors’ appeals for prudence or to their consciences.

In sum, Pastore’s work is among the best contributions to the intellectual history of the
[nquisition and its era. She melds theoretical exegesis and practical examples, and clarifies
knotty issues of jurisdiction and theology. Further, she highlights the importance of mission-
aries and preachers in a way not usually seen in inquisicorial studies. Il Vangelo e o Spada is
wide—ranging and provocative, and should stimulate thought and debate among scholars of

early modern religious themes.




